Wakulla County Middle Schools
            Summer Reading

Students often lose ground academically during summer months.  Reading can help prevent this loss.  The Summer Reading Program is designed to challenge, motivate and engage students to help them get the practice research shows they need during their time away from school.  

How Does It Work?
Students will read the book listed for their upcoming grade, complete the response sheet, and turn it in to their reading teacher when they return in August.  At that time, students will also take an AR test on the book they read.  Grade/credit for this assignment will be posted in their reading class.  This book will count towards students’ AR goal as well as their personal “words-read” count goal.  Teachers will be using the assigned book to teach lessons during the first 2 to 3 weeks of class.
Grade level books:

· Grade 6 – The Missing ‘Gator of Gumbo Limbo by Jean Craighead George

· Grade 7 – Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings

· Grade 8 – Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen

In addition, students may choose to read and respond to one of the 2010-2011 Sunshine State Young Reader Award books which are listed below.  After reading the book, students should complete the Sunshine State Young Reader Award Book Response form, and hand in to their Reading teacher during the first week of class.  Students will also take an AR test on the book to add to their AR goal and word count.  Extra credit/grade will be assigned in reading class.

What Do You Need to Do?

1. Encourage your child to participate in the Summer Reading Program.

2. Obtain a copy of the required book.  

Amazon.com, local bookstores, Public Library, School Library (limited copies), share with a friend

3. Follow-up with your student to assure that he/she is reading the book.

4. Have your child complete the book response form (available from the school website and in the school’s main office).

5. Encourage your child to read additional books from the Sunshine State Young Reader Award List.  You may want to set a goal for the summer.

Sunshine State Young Reader’s Award Book List for 2010-2011
The Seer of Shadows by Avi

In New York City in 1872, fourteen-year-old Horace, a photographer's apprentice, becomes entangled in a plot to create fraudulent spirit photographs, but when Horace accidentally frees the real ghost of a dead girl bent on revenge, his life takes a frightening turn.

The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartolett

In October, 1942, seventeen-year-old Helmuth HuÌ�bener, imprisoned for distributing anti-Nazi leaflets, recalls his past life and how he came to dedicate himself to bring the truth about Hitler and the war to the German people.   

Taken by Edward Bloor

In 2036 kidnapping rich children has become an industry, but when thirteen-year-old Charity Meyers is taken and held for ransom, she soon discovers that this particular kidnapping is not what it seems.   

Diamonds in the Shadow by Caroline Cooney

The Finches, a Connecticut family, sponsor an African refugee family of four, all of whom have been scarred by the horrors of civil war, and who inadvertently put their benefactors in harm's way.   

Football Hero by Tim Green

When twelve-year-old Ty's brother Thane is recruited out of college to play for the New York Jets, their Uncle Gus uses Ty to get insider information for his gambling ring, landing Ty and Thane in trouble with the Mafia. 

The Great Wide Sea by M. L. Herlong
Still mourning the death of their mother, three brothers go with their father on an extended sailing trip off the Florida Keys and have a harrowing adventure at sea.  

Do Not Pass Go by Kirkpatrick Hill
When Deet's father is jailed for using drugs, Deet learns that prison is not what he expected, nor are other people necessarily the way he thought they were.  

Lawn Boy by Gary Paulsen
Things get out of hand for a twelve-year-old boy when a neighbor convinces him to expand his summer lawn mowing business.  

Billy Creekmore: a Novel by Tracey Porter
In 1905, ten-year-old Billy is taken from an orphanage to live with an aunt and an uncle of whose existence he was previously unaware. He enjoys his first taste of family life until his work in a coal mine and his involvement with a union bring trouble. He then joins a circus in hopes of finding his father.  

Lost Time by Susan Maupin Schmid

Violynne, the twelve-year-old daughter of missing archaeologists on the planet Lindos, must solve the puzzle of her parents' disappearance before the dictatorial Arbiter captures her and forces her to do his bidding.  

The Mailbox by Audrey Shafer

When twelve-year-old Gabe tries to hide his uncle's death from the local authorities, he is not prepared for what happens when this secret is discovered.  

Changeling by Delia Sherman

Neef is a changeling--stolen by fairies as a baby. She lives in New York Between, a parallel Manhattan that is home to various creatures of folklore. Neef has always been protected by her fairy godmother--until she breaks a Fairy Law.   

I., Q: Independence Hall by Roland Smith
"Step-siblings Q (Quest) and Angela are thrust into the work of the U.S. Secret Service and the Israeli Mossad when Angela realizes she's being followed, and Q learns the secret about Angela's real mother--a former Secret Service agent who was supposedly killed by a terrorist group. But who are the good guys and who are the bad guys"--Cover, P. [4].  

Mercy on These Teenage Chimps by Gary Soto
At age thirteen, best friends Ronnie and Joey suddenly feel like chimps--long armed, big eared, and gangly--and when the coach humiliates Joey in front of a girl, he climbs up a tree and refuses to come down.  

Smiles to Go by Jerry Spinelli
Will Tuppence's life has always been ruled by science and common sense but in ninth grade, shaken up by the discovery that protons decay, he begins to see the entire world differently and gains new perspective on his relationships with his little sister and two closest friends.  

